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EMPLOYER  

CASEY EQUIPMENT CO., INC. 
Arlington Heights, IL              AED Member 

 

EDUCATION 

United States Air Force 
Heavy Equipment Mechanic Courses 
638 Classroom and Lab Hours 
Lackland AFB, TX 

HVAC Course - Elgin Community College 

High School Auto Shop and Welding 
 

EXPERIENCE 

Equipment/Diesel Technician 
Casey Equipment Co., Inc., 13 Years 
Arlington Heights, Illinois 
Completed 4-year apprenticeship in 2 years 
Numerous manufacturer training courses 
Welding certification 

Heavy Equipment Mechanic 
United States Air Force, 4 Years 
Lackland AFB, TX;  Beale AFB, CA 
 

CAREER QUESTION AND ANSWER 

1. How did you become aware of the equipment technician career opportunity? 

For me, my father and uncles have been in this line of work for years. So I always saw 
this career field as challenging and one that provides an excellent salary.  
 

Jeremy Fry’s 
Career Benefits Checklist 

• Excellent salary 

• Challenging high-tech work 

• Personal satisfaction in job 
completion, doing it well, 
and meeting customer needs 

• Interesting work and 
continuous learning 

• High technician demand 

• Job security 

• Advancement opportunities 
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Jeremy Fry – Professional Career Profile – Continued 

2. What were the factors in your decision to choose to be an equipment technician? 

I always had a love for tinkering with things as a child. Growing up, my father would 
bring me to the shop and allow me to operate the equipment with his guidance. Being 
immersed in this career field at an early age pretty much "sealed the deal" for my 
future preparation and career as an equipment technician. 

3. What you like about being an equipment technician in your current job? 

There are new challenges everyday. With the constant updates on the equipment, you 
can't help but stay on your toes and look forward to the task at hand... plus the pay is 
great! What I really enjoy the most about this career field, though, is the chance to 
visually see a job completed at the end of the day. This isn’t just for my own 
satisfaction, but to know that my customer can complete his/her work the following 
day with my quality end product. It’s a BIG reward that goes beyond a paycheck! 

4. How do you recommend that a student explore this career opportunity? 

I believe it’s easier for a student now than it might have been for me or others to 
explore this career field a few years ago. Use online resources like AEDCareers.com, 
mikeroweWORKS.com and ConstructMyFuture.com. They provide access to a wealth 
of information, and direct feedback from the industry “pros.” Also, talk with a lot of 
people who are already doing the job, and managers at some AED equipment dealers. 
Visit a couple of AED dealers, see the shops and get a feel for what it’s like to work 
there.   

5. How do you suggest that students prepare for an equipment technician career? 

Strong communication and math skills are a big plus for this career field; along with a 
desire to get in there, get dirty and get the job done. Don't be afraid to ask questions 
and make mistakes throughout one’s apprenticeship... NOBODY is perfect. Pay 
attention to detail; the speed will come later. 

6. What type of education should students get to prepare to work as a technician? 

You’ve got to get the knowledge to be a good technician, and there are a couple ways 
to do that. I got a lot of formal education for this type of work while I was in the U.S. 
Air Force, after some good mechanical “basic training” in high school. I also had an 
excellent apprenticeship opportunity at the dealer I work for now when I left the Air 
Force. That has worked out great for me. Someone could also go into a good 
equipment technology 2-year program at a career and technical college. You may 
want to take a look at AED Accredited college technical programs if you’re thinking on 
going that route.   

7. What are your thoughts and plans for your career moving into the future? 

I can't imagine construction ever not being in demand in some fashion. So with that 
said, I believe a career as an equipment technician will provide a steady source of 
income and job security. Once your foot is in the door as an equipment technician, 
there are numerous advancement positions one could choose from later down the road 
if one desires: Service manager, Fleet manager and Technician Training just to name a 
few. 

8. What else do you want others to know about your experience and this career choice? 

One of the highlights of my equipment technician career came at the age of 25. I 
fabricated, applied for a Patent Pending, and brought to market a mechanical master 
pin removal tool for use on dozers and excavator tracks. I have 2 years remaining on a 
10-year contract with WTC Machinery in Wisconsin. I credit this as a result of my 
career as an equipment technician. I may not have made a million dollars from my 
efforts, but again, that is a reward that definitely goes beyond a paycheck! 
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